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Abstract

The study aims at answering two main questions: What are the main
arguments of the approaches that explain the emergence of ethnic conflicts?
And do those approaches succeed in interpreting those conflicts? The study
concluded that the supporters of the primordial approach assume that the
emergence of ethnic conflicts is due to primordial dimensions. While, the
systemic approach emphasizes the importance of the economic, political and
international environments in the emergence of ethnic conflicts, Political
Entrepreneurs approach is based upon the fact that political elites and leaders
of ethnic groups exploit ethnic identities as an instrument for achieving their
political goals. The study also concluded that the emergence of ethnic
conflicts, according to the competition approach, is due to the competition
among ethnic groups for resources. The study concluded finally that
explaining the emergence of ethnic conflicts requires the adoption of a
methodology that integrates those different approaches.
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