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Abstract

International relations theories contain many perspectives according
to differences between positivism and post-positivism. Hegemony is one of
the most controversial issues in the international relations.

There are so many definitions of Hegemony, it varies according to
perspective. Realism and liberalism agreed with the idea of Hegemonic
stability theory (H.S.T), but with different views. The idea is revolving
around the presence of one hegemonic state (a superpower) that dominates
the international system.

First, Realism signifies the material factor, military indeed. On the
other hand, there is Liberalism, as a second image. It signifies the material
factor too, but it insists on the free trade, economy and economic institutions.
Thirdly, Critical theory illustrates the issue within another perspective, it
focuses on the ideational (ideological) according to Gramscian perspective.

At the end, the study tangled the American hegemony versus China's
rise. There are many reviews and theories about the peaceful rise of china,
others emphasis on unpeaceful rise and the upcoming confrontation between
America and China.
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